[image: image1.jpg]The Avtella Daily Muse

sExtral

Extra

The only
ol

DAILY
croativity |
ewspaper in \
{he Universe!





Friday's Artist Profile: Sue Pieper
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Daily Muse: How would you describe your art?

Sue: The simple answer would be mixed media.

DM: Tell us more...

Sue: I am basically a collage artist, which I incorporate into altered books, ATCs, jewelry, canvas-anything I can get my hands on! The beginnings of most of my work are painted, with collage elements, found objects, and sometimes my own drawings added. 

There's a story in my head that goes with each piece that I create, although it's debatable as to if the art is created based on the story, or is the story made to fit the art-maybe a little of both. Even though I enjoy working in a vintage format, often using family images, I love using color.

DM: What is your favorite piece of your own art and why?

Sue: This can change daily, but right now I would say it is the collage "Play". Taking more time out for play and just to have more fun in life, is a major goal of mine. This piece makes me smile, and reminds me to do just that.
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                               Fly Away

DM: What does your studio look like?

Sue: My studio is a room off the living room, so I can be in there and still aware of what's going on in the rest of the house. Freshly painted yellow, with some touches of purple here & there, and both east & west windows, make it a happy place to be in. I have 2 work tables set at a 36" height at right angles to each other, with shelving on 2 sides of the room. 

Having just moved in there recently, it's still pretty organized. Although it's difficult for me to keep it all neat & tidy, as I have a tendency to dig through everything while I'm working. I'm constantly working on fine tuning this to keep everything easily accessible, and easy to find. Even with 2 tables, it's still a challenge to keep a clear surface that's larger than the piece I'm working on!
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                     No Wall Flowers Here

DM: What art supply can you not live without?

Sue: Only one?? Gesso would be at the top of my list, followed by Golden fluid acrylics, and gel medium.



DM: Can you recommend your favorite book(s)?

Sue: I have stacks of books which I use all the time, but the 2 that I'll grab if I'm stuck on something are Celebrating Your Creative Self by Mary Todd Beam and Art Escapes by Dory Kanter. True Colors is another book that I'll never tire of-every time I look through it, I see something new. 
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                                    Play


DM: Do you have favorite movie(s)?

Sue: Dirty Dancing and Dances with Wolves come to mind first.



DM: Is there music that you love to hear?

Sue: Usually, I prefer it quiet in the house, but if I put on music, Prince is always the first to be played! It's just something that's guaranteed to put a smile on my face.
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                                   Sisters


DM: Which artist(s) do you love?

Sue: There are really too many to list, as I love and admire many. But 2 that have to be named would be Nina Bagley for all the heart & soul that's in her work, and Michelle Ward for the sheer joy and fun in her work.



DM: Whom do you most admire and why?

Sue: My kids! It's a tough world out there today, and yet they've both managed to find their ways, to be good people, and live good lives. Now that I think of it, that's something I probably haven't told them nearly enough.
  



In college I had dreams of being an art major, but chose to raise my family first-I never did make it back to school, but did manage to always try to keep my creative spirit alive and well. Actually, raising 2 kids that are only 17 months apart, took some creativity in itself!
My creative drive pushes me to keep trying and experimenting with the art form of collage. When I’m not actually creating something, I’m searching for and learning from the many resources available today. 

To make something out of nothing-what a great feeling! That’s how I feel every time I start off with my supplies and a blank canvas of some sort. It’s a great feeling of accomplishment, no matter what medium I’m working with-it may be an altered book, a traditional canvas, a pile of fabric, a blank journal, an old playing card-doesn’t matter . Whatever type of canvas I am working on, bringing in my own personal style is important to me-adding colors, layers, texture, and placing objects in a manner that are pleasing to my eye, and hopefully yours, too! 

Even though every art supply imaginable is readily available, I still enjoy the hunt of finding that special something to add that vintage touch that I love so much to my artwork. 

Some of my altered books have been published in The Gleaner Zine, The Book Artist Zine, and The Altered Word. 

My husband (of almost 29 years) and I live in NE Wisconsin with our 2 dogs and a cat. We all live in an old farmhouse which is constantly either being updated or in need of it-someday, it might actually be done. We call it a work in progress-or the house that needs altering! 


See more of Sue Pieper at  http://www.artfuladventures.com and her blog: http://www.artfuladventures.typepad.com
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